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SUBJECT: CIV AIR-CAPACITY CONSULTATIONS 
REF: (A) ROME 10616; (B) STATE 194039 

1. EMBASSY RECEIVED LATE TODAY NOTE FROM MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) IN RESPONSE TO EMBASSYS NOTE OF SEPTEMBER 
26 PROPOSING CONSULTATIONS IN WASHINGTON BEGINNING OCTOBER 10. 

2. MFA NOT STATES : "NOTHING THE AVAILABILITY OF THE 
COMPETENT AMERICAN AUTHORITIES FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 10-12 

THE MFA WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF THESE CONSULTATIONS COULD TAKE PLACE 
IN ROME INSTEAD OF WASHINGTON. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THAT THE 
LAST US-ITALY CONSULTATIONS ON THIS SUBJECT(FEBRUARY 1973) WERE HELD 
IN THE AMERICAN CAPITOL." 

3. REF (B) DID NOT EXPLAIN WHY, IF US DEL HAS 3 DAYS AVAILABLE 
FOR TALKS IN WASHINGTON, IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE MEET IN ROME IN 
SAME TIME FRAME, EMBASSY URGES WASHINGTON AGENCIES RECONSIDER 
WHETHER ROME IN FACT IMPOSSIBLE FOR OCTOBER 10-12. CONSULTATIONS 
HELD HERE WOULD IN EMBASSY'S OPINION ASSIST IN PUTTING 
DETERIORATING US-ITALIAN CIVIL AVIATION RELATIONS BACK ON 
TRACK. 

4. REQUEST IMMEDIATE REPLY IN ORDER RESPOND MFA NOTE BY COB 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5. 
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